Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.022; wR factor = 0.059; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.0.
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For heterobimetallic complexes of copper and nickel, see: Hamid et al. (2006) . For disorder in metal sites, see : Werndrup & Kessler (2001) . For applications of mixed-metal ceramic oxides, see: Auciello & Ramesh(1996) and references therein. For mixed copper/nickel oxide catalysts, see: Kessler et al. (2001) . For the synthesis of Cu(dmae) 2 (dmae = N,Ndimethylaminoethanolato), see: Johnson et al. (2001) . For the crystal structure of Cu(acac) 2 (acac = acetylacetonato), see: LeBrun et al. (1986) . For the crystal structure of Ni(acac) 2 Á2H 2 O, see: Zhou et al. (2001) . For the O-Cu/Ni-O chelate bite angle in related complexes, see: Aruffo et al. (1983) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Cu 0.31 Ni 0.69 (C 5 (Hamid et al., 2006) . Mixed metal ceramic oxides have multiple compositions and crystal structures, which results in a diversity of properties leading to a vast variety of potential applications (Auciello et al., 1996, and references therein). For example, a mixed copper/nickel oxide catalyst was deposited on a zeolite support and was shown to have extremely high activity towards methanol oxidation ).
The title complex was synthesized by the reaction of Cu (dmae) 2 (dmae = N,N-dimethylaminoethanolato) (Johnson et al., 2001) with Ni(acac) 2 .2H 2 O (acac = acetylacetonato) in toluene. In contrast to the formation of the oligomeric bimetallic complex (Hamid et al., 2006) et al., 2001) , where the two metal sites were occupied by 75%
Cu and 25% Ni. The distribution of two metals at the central position in the title complex is random which means some of the molecules would have each of the two Cu and Ni atoms, or in other words if we consider it to be systematic, in every molecule the position will be occupied by exactly 0.31 Cu and 0.69 Ni atoms.
The molecular structure of the title complex is shown in Figure 1 . The geometry of the title complex is square planer, similar to that of Cu(acac) 2 (LeBrun et al., 1986) where two ligands coordinate to the metal atom in the same plane, while in the nickel(II) complex, Ni(acac) 2 (Zhou et al., 2001) , which crystallized with two coordinated water molecules, the metal has an octahedral coordination sphere. The metal to oxygen (O1, O2) bond distances [1.9196 (10) and other complexes of this type (Aruffo et al., 1983) . The chelate bite angles are of course larger than those in the octahedral Figures Fig. 1 . View of the molecular structure of the title molecule with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level.
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